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	BACKGROUND SUMMARY

GIS professional with strong skills in project management and data management. Managerial and technical experience in GIS analysis, design and establishment, team building, training, delivery of services, recruitment and management of consultants and preparation of donor project proposals and reports. Almost 18 years of developing country experience, including 16 years of managerial experience and 15 years of GIS experience. Good understanding of technical, social and administrative environment. 

RELEVANT SKILLS SUBSET (see experience documented below)
· Masters degree in GIS (Edinburgh, 1999)

· Demonstrated ability to build/ manage a GIS and build GIS datasets
· Spatial modeling and analysis of complex data

· Advanced presentation skills and ability to summarize complex relations in simplest visuals
· Excellent communication skills – written and spoken – in GIS, and as website developer
· Demonstrated ability to work independently and as team player, even with remote teams
· Studying Portuguese
QUALIFICATIONS
· MSc GIS, Edinburgh University. Chevening Scholar (1999).
Thesis on predictive spatial (hydrological) model with logistic regression and sparse data.
· Dipl. Computer. Sci., University of Guyana (1995).
· BSc Chemistry (Mathematics minor), University of Guyana (1991).
AFFILIATIONS
· Member, Urban & Regional Information Systems Association (URISA), IL, USA (www.urisa.org), 
and Organising Committee, URISA Biennial Caribbean GIS Conference Series (2002 – current) 

· Latin America & Caribbean Team Leader, MapAction, UK (www.mapaction.org)

· Owner, Caribbean GIS Blog (www.caribbeangis.org)


	EXPERIENCE

Caribbean GIS (www.caribbeangis.com) 
Independent Consultant, Jan 2003 - current.
Oct 2010 – current
Sr. Environmental Expert, Numark Associates (NJ USA)/ Ministry of Agriculture/ IADB, Guyana
Internationally recruited long term expert to assist with advising on Land Use policy, remote sensing and quantification of greenhouse gas emissions/ sinks, collate rainfall, soil and other watershed data and provide analysis and GIS support.

Jan – Mar 2010
GIS Specialist, World Bank (Wash. DC)/ UN Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), Afghanistan
Developed a geospatial data capture methodology for irrigation assets utilising ruggedized GPS-equipped cameras to produce monitoring datasets for a GIS. Provided training in the methodology to implementing agencies (Afghanistan Ministry of Energy & Water/ FAO/ WB). 

Oct 2009 – Nov 2010
Coastal & GIS Specialist, MWH SA/NV/ Ministry of Public Works & Communications/ EU, Guyana
Internationally recruited long term expert to establish a GIS at the Works Services Group during institutional restructuring, integrating ocean and river bathymetric surveys, topographic, geodetic, sea defences condition, meteorological, hydrological, roads, socio-economic and hi-resolution IKONOS-2 data. Obtain and analyse satellite imagery and other data. Inventorise mangrove distribution, analyse coastal processes and carry out climate change flood hazard assessment.
Nov 2008 – Nov 2009
GIS & Data Management Specialist, Finnish Consulting Group/ BIT/ EU, Saint Lucia
Internationally recruited long term expert to establish a GIS at the Saint Lucia Forestry Department integrating flora and fauna biodiversity inventory, forest inventory, land survey and IKONOS 1m data. Conduct supervised classification of LandSat 30m imagery for vegetation classification.
Sept – Oct 2008

GIS Specialist, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)/ DFID, Haiti

Provided GIS mapping for operational support, reporting and planning for the humanitarian operation following hurricanes Faye, Gustav, Hanna and Ike for UN OCHA, other UN Agencies and Missions, NGOs and the Haitian Directorate of Civil Protection (DCP). Integrated DCP and other field reports, GPS fixes, IKONOS-2 imagery and existing vector data to produce situation maps (e.g. http://geoeye.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=57&item=50). Produced maps for World Bank/ UNDP/ EU Post-Disaster Needs Assessment (http://gfdrr.org/docs/Haiti_PDNA_2008.pdf)

Mar 2007 – Aug 2008

GIS Specialist, Buccoo Reef Trust, Tobago, West Indies
Responsible for development and management of a GIS for a Marine Protected Area on the south-western shore of Tobago, and the surrounding coastal zone/ watersheds under the Caribbean-wide Integrated Watershed & Coastal Area Management (IWCAM) Project (www.iwcam.org). Advised on spatial data capture, produced maps, purchased equipment, built organisation’s website (www.buccooreef.org), participated in IWCAM Technical Advisory and GIS Working Groups (Dominica) and led IWCAM GIS training course (Cuba). Participated in UNEP Panama Technical Advisory Group and presented a paper at GSDI 10.
Feb 2007
Consultant, Ministry of Health, Guyana

Organised short training course on Introduction to GIS and basic Map Production, based on ArcView software, for the Guyana Ministry of Health Surveillance Department.
May – Aug 2006

Web Developer Consultant, CARICOM Secretariat, Guyana

Designed online portal for the CARICOM Secretariat Pan-Caribbean Partnership Against HIV/ AIDS.
May 2006

Member, Expert Panel, Guyana National ICT4D Strategy (www.ict4d.gov.gy)
Advised the Office of the President and co-authored Guyana’s National ICT4D Strategy.
Aug 2005 – Jan 2006
Information Systems Consultant, Audit Office of Guyana (AOG)/ IADB, Guyana

Managed institutional change in the use of Information Systems (IS) at the AOG and implemented a new IS environment. Advised senior management, produced Diagnostic Study and other reports, conducted national Tender for the supply of PCs and LAN, managed purchases, sourced specialist software, constructed www.audit.org.gy, delivered seminars, arranged organization-wide computer training programme and recruited an IS Manager.
May 2004 – May 2005

GIS Specialist, Haskoning Nederland B.V/ Ministry of Public Works & Communications/ EU, Guyana

Planned and supervised high-precision GPS survey of over 100km of the Guyana coast to establish control points for image rectification. Rectified IKONOS 1m imagery using ERDAS Imagine. Organised ArcGIS 8 training course for Sea & River Defences Department with custom training manual. Designed 4SHORE Web (www.GuyanaCoastData.net) to deliver maps and datasets pertaining to Guyana’s coastal zone online and produced Administrative and User Manuals. 

Aug – Oct 2005

Web Developer Consultant, CARICOM Secretariat, Guyana

Designed online portal for the CARICOM Secretariat Legislative Drafting Facility to provide a secure Virtual Library and interlinked Events Calendar for Secretariat Staff, the CARICOM region Attorneys-General and Chief Parliamentary Counsel, students and the general public, and serving the CARICOM Single Market & Economy (CSME) process.

May – Aug 2005

Web Developer Consultant, Shipping Association of Guyana/ CIDA, Guyana

Designed online portal providing shipping facilities information to the public (www.shipping.org.gy). 

May – Nov 2005

Web Developer Consultant, I-TECH University of Washington, Guyana Ministry of Health, Guyana

Designed National HIV/AIDS portal (www.hiv.gov.gy); a UN World Summit on Information Systems Award (WSA) winner in 2007 (http://www.wsis-award.org/winners/winners.wbp#a3f265bb-0e24-4690-b443-42cc729b0a0e).
Oct – Dec 2004
Consultant, Ministry of Finance State Planning Secretariat/ IADB, Guyana
Designed online Project Cycle Management System for the State Planning Secretariat (SPS). The system provides descriptive and status information and reports on internationally-financed development projects for the SPS, international funding agencies and the general public (www.finance.gov.gy/pcms). 
April – Oct 2004
Consultant, Ministry of Labour, Human Services & Soc. Sec./ Office of the President/ IDA, Guyana

Designed a Management Information System (MIS) to track the operations of the Ministry’s programs and provide timely information on costs and beneficiary payments as input into management processes.
Jan 2003 – current

Owner-Manager, RedSpider (www.redspider.biz) 

Managed 1-4 staff and 3 consultants providing website hosting and design service. Designed websites for the Guyana Office for Investment (GO-Invest), the Linden Economic Advancement Project (LEAP), the Guyana Marketing Corporation (GMC), the Commissioner of Insurance, the Privatisation Unit/ NICIL, the Lands & Surveys Commission, the Ministry of Tourism, Industry & Commerce, the Private Sector Commission, the Institute of Private Enterprise Development, the Cheddi Jagan International Airport, the Aquaculture Association, St. George’s Cathedral, the Guyana Bank for Trade & Industry, Citizens Bank and the Le Meridien Pegasus Hotel, etc.
Iwokrama International Centre 
GIS Manager, Georgetown, Guyana, Apr 2002 - Mar 2003.
· Senior staff member of a multi-faceted international development Centre.

· Hired and managed GIS Unit staff and IT staff and consultants
· Responsible for spatial and database analyses pertaining to 3,700 km2 study area for staff scientists, visiting professionals and external consultants.

· Oversaw upgrade of data and metadata to meet ISO standards.

· Project Manager for the International Tropical Timber Organisation (ITTO) Project PD 10/97. Responsible for networking with ITTO (Japan) and relevant government agencies, preparation of prescribed reports and annual workplans, responding to monitoring missions, publicizing of vacancies, assessment and hiring of national and international consultants, organizing of workshops and training events and timely delivery of project outputs.
· Contributed to national and regional capacity building in GIS through technical advice, research supervision and mentoring.

· Conducted GIS seminars for the University of Guyana and trained undergraduate interns.
· Responsible for procuring, managing and maintaining the IT assets of the Centre; supervised a team of four staff responsible for development, administration and maintenance of IS & IT services (spatial and other databases, network (LAN) facilities, internet access) to about 74 users at three locations, including a field station in the hinterland.

· Supported the Director-General and the Business Development Unit in networking with UNDP, EU and other donors.

· Reference: Dr. Kathryn Monk, Director-General
Iwokrama International Centre

Development Fellow (GIS), Georgetown, Guyana, Jan 2000 – Mar 2002
· Developed research project based on assessment of organization’s strategic needs; formed GIS research team with researchers based in Los Angeles (NASA CalTech JPL) and Puerto Rico (USDA FS IITF) and successfully completed GIS project; developed new dataset on understorey forest flooding in the 3,700 km2 Iwokrama Forest.

· Managed junior GIS Unit staff and IT staff

· Authored GIS research paper (accepted by peer-reviewed journal).

· Represented Guyana and Iwokrama at international conferences including GSDI 5 and presented a research paper on spatial modeling at URISA 2001.

· Organized the 1st Conference on GIS in Guyana.

· Conducted GIS seminars for the Univ. of Guyana and trained undergraduate interns and staff.
· Won USD18,000 international grant (ERDAS).

· Involved in the creation of development and management plans including the Iwokrama Zoning Plan, Road Management Plan, and tourism development plans, and computer models of the Iwokrama Forest.
· Advised on work with marketing, social, health and other datasets and their integration

· Reference: David Cassells, Director-General.

Guyana-Germany NRMP, GNRA – GFA Terra Systems/ GTZ PN 93.2243.9-03.100
Consultant GIS Team Leader, Mar – Oct 2001.
· Led team of four specialists in developing Recommendations for a National Policy on GIS using participatory consultation methods with government agencies and based on the goals of the (Guyana) Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper.
· Produced final report for submission to Government/Cabinet: Short-term Consultancy to provide Recommendations for a National Policy on Geographic Information. October 2001. 50 pp. (Published online: www.gsdi.org/SDI-LAC/docs2004/SDI-LAC_v1n6.pdf (p.3))
· Reference: Ben ter Welle, NRMP Team Leader
Guyana Forestry Commission (GFC).

GIS Consultant, Feb – Jul 2001.
· Advised on linkages between the FRIS and Production, Export and Lease databases 
· Oversaw implementation of the previously recommended GFC Forest Resources Information System (FRIS).

· Developed FRIS protocol document (policy; operations; data sharing). (GFC GIS Protocol. Jul 2001.)
· Conducted staff training seminar.

GIS Consultant, Aug – Sept 2000
· Conducted review of operations at the Guyana Forestry Commission
· Recommended implementation strategy for an Information System to integrate data and support management decision-making (GFC Review of GIS. Nov 2000.).

· Specified strategic work programme, staffing, hardware and software requirements.

· Provided overall advisory services to GFC management and UK Department for International Development (DfID) on the establishment of a Decision Support System for the GFC.
· Reference: James Singh, Commissioner of Forests
Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM)

Consultant, Jun 2000 – Apr 2001.
· Selected by Donor Group/ Civic Society to serve as a member of the Database Integrity Test Team/ Information Systems Advisory Team/ Technical Oversight Committee (DITC/ GISAT/ TOC).

· Provided oversight and advice on management of a large SQL Server/ Access database, system testing and monitoring, data integrity checks and system security.

· Reference: Maj-Gen. Joseph Singh (ret’d.), Chairman, Conservation International (Guyana)

The UK Forestry Commission
Visiting Researcher, Northern Research Station, The Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, Oct – Dec 1999.
· Worked on improvements to the Research Station’s Decision Support System.
· Investigated use of Geostatistical techniques (semivariograms and kriging) for application to further development of predictive data models
· Reference: Dr. Duncan Ray, Research Scientist, NRS, The Forestry Commission, UK.

Iwokrama International Centre

GIS/ IT Specialist, Georgetown, July 1995 - Aug 1998
· Developed and installed the GIS for managing the 3,700 km2 Iwokrama Forest
· Hired staff and managed GIS Unit
· Won USD11,000 international grant (ESRI)
· Involved in the creation of development and management plans and computer models for the Centre, systems analysis and generally in the establishment of the Centre as a permanent institution.

· Contributed to national capacity building by mentoring/ training Natural Resources Management Project (NRMP/ GINRIS) participants in GIS

· Represented the Centre at local and international fora.

· Reference: Dr. Henry Tschinkel, Director-General.

Freelance Consultant

Office software Instructor, Georgetown, Guyana, Sep 1994 – Jul 1995
· Taught office software courses to staff of mining and air charter companies
Office of the President, Georgetown, Guyana

Consultant, Jan – May 1995.
· Designed relational database for biodiversity conservation

University of Guyana

Consultant/ Entrepreneur, Jul 1993 – Jul 1995.
· Formed and managed consulting team of 6-8 academic staff. Wrote business plan. Organised delivery of University of Guyana Computer Software Training Courses to public. Achieved regular monthly profit of 50%. Taught office software training courses to customers.
Instructor, Jul 1992 – Jul 1994

University of Guyana Computer Software Training Courses for the Guyana Sugar Corporation.
· Taught office software training courses to Guyana Sugar Corporation (GUYSUCO) staff.


	ADDITIONAL TRAINING
· September 2003. ITTO (19th) Training Course in Project Formulation. Paramaribo, Suriname.
· December 2000. ERDAS Imagine 8.1 Training Courses: Fundamentals, Advancing, GIS Integration & Spatial Modelling, Interface Customisation & Spatial Modelling.  ERDAS Inc. Atlanta USA
· June - July 1998. Training Course in GIS and Land Use Planning. GIS Larenstein, Velp, The Netherlands. Prepared a Land Use Plan of the NRMP Pilot Area in Guyana using Multi Criteria Evaluation (MCE).
· January - March 1997. Training course in GIS. Natural Resources Institute (NRI), University of Greenwich, Medway Campus, Kent, UK Prepared a Logging Suitability Map of the Iwokrama Forest using Multi Criteria Evaluation (MCE).
· March - April 1992. Advanced Training Course in Coastal Zone Management and Pollution Prevention. Chalmers University/ SSPA, Göthenborg, Sweden.



	SOFTWARE EXPERIENCE
· GIS –  ArcGIS 9.3, Arc/INFO 7.2.1, PC Arc/INFO 8.3.1, ArcView 3.2a with Spatial, 3D, Network, Geoprocessing, Hydrological and Patch Analysts, etc., MapObjects 2, MapInfo, ILWIS, GeoMedia.
· Remote Sensing/ GIS – Erdas Imagine Professional 8.6 with Radar Interpreter and OrthoRadar Modules, Idrisi32, ER Mapper
Database and programming – Oracle 7/ SQL, Access, Turbo Pascal 7, dBASE V, Avenue.
· Other – Macromedia Dreamweaver MX, Fireworks MX, Flash MX, Adobe Illustrator 10, Adobe Photoshop 5.5, PageMill 3, Surfer 7, S-Plus, Systat, SPSS, Corel Draw! 10, Windows XP Professional, Microsoft Office 2000 Suite Professional, QuickBooks Pro 2002, Outlook Express.

PUBLICATIONS (not listed above)
· Dougall D., Datadin V., Botha S., Mills A. & Kowlessar D. (Aug 2008). The Caribbean GIS Community and its Response to Disasters. Lessons Learnt from MapAction LAC. URISA 4th Caribbean GIS Conference Proceedings. Cayman Islands.
· Botha S., Mills A., Kowlessar D., Dougall D. & Datadin V. (Feb 2008). MapAction LAC: Adding GIS and Situational Mapping to the Disaster Response Capability of the Latin American and Caribbean Region. GSDI 10 Conference Proceedings (www.gsdi.org/GSDI10/prog_details.html#TS49). Trinidad & Tobago.
· Datadin V., Timothy S. & Day O. (Feb 2008). A Multi-Benefit Citizen Science Methodology for Small Island Developing States. GSDI 10 Conference Proceedings (www.gsdi.org/GSDI10/prog_details.html#Anchor-11-30815). Trinidad & Tobago.
· Datadin V.K., Chapman B.D., Helmer E.H. (in press). The use of JERS-1 imagery for delineating seasonally inundated humid tropical forest in a GIS. GeoCarto International, Hong Kong.
· Prashad & Datadin (2003). A demonstration of the use of GIS in planning logging areas - A study of the GFC Code of Practice and the Variety Woods Ltd. Timber concession. Iwokrama Technical Report 2003/01.
· Grimmond, Joseph & Datadin. (2002). A spatial assessment of Crabwood Oil production in Regions 9 & 10 of Guyana. Iwokrama Technical Report 2002/01.
· Datadin (2001). Status of Iwokrama Forest Boundary (Iwokrama Technical Report 1/ 2001)
· Datadin V (2001). Predictive modeling of tree distribution in tropical forest using GIS in Proceedings of the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA) 2001 Caribbean GIS Conference – GIS - The currency for modern Governments, September 9-12 2001, Montego Bay, Jamaica. URISA, IL, USA. pp. 234-247.
· Ter Steege H., Jansen-Jacobs M., Datadin V. K. (2000). Can botanical collections assist in a National Protected Area Strategy in Guyana? Biodiversity and Conservation. 9(2): 215-240.
· Datadin V.K. and Cassells D.S. (1998). Protected Area planning management and development in the Iwokrama Forest, in Oltremari J.V., Protected Areas in Suriname and Guyana: Proceedings of the Guyana-Suriname Binational Seminar/ Workshop on Protected Areas of the Amazon Region, Paramaribo, Suriname, 10-14 Sept. 1997. FAO, Chile. pp. 60-70.
· Balram S. and Datadin V.K. (1997). Resource Management in Guyana: Data Management and Information-Gathering Strategies in Williams P.E., Parry J.T. & Eden M.J. (eds), Land Use, Land Degradation and Land Management in Guyana. Commonwealth Geographical Bureau (CGB), Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, University of London, Surrey, TW20 0EX, UK. pp 84-92. (ISBN 92-9175-000-X).


	PERSONAL
Country experience: Guyana, Trinidad & Tobago, Saint Lucia, Haiti, Jamaica, Barbados, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Suriname, Brasil, Colombia, United States, United Kingdom, Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, Sweden and Afghanistan. Single. English-speaker. Studied and some experience with Portuguese, Spanish, German & French. Squash and weight-training enthusiast.














